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Third Sunday after 
Pentecost

Holy Eucharist, 
Rite II with Spiritual 

Communion
JUNE 13, 2021

Opening Sentences and Prayers

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Song of Praise H657: Love Divine

Opening Sentences and Prayers

Celebrant: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant: Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and
love, that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness,
and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Old 
Testament 

Ezekiel 
17:22-24

Reader: A reading from Ezekiel.

Thus says the Lord God:

I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.

I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;

I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.

On the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.

Cont…

Old 
Testament 

Ezekiel 
17:22-24

Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.

All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the Lord.

I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;

I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.

I the Lord have spoken;
I will accomplish it.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 92:1-4,11-14 – Bonum est confiteri

1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, *
and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the   
morning *
and of your faithfulness in the night season;

3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, *
and to the melody of the harp.

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O 
Lord; *
and I shout for joy because of the works of   
your hands.

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, *
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of  
Lebanon.

12 Those who are planted in the house of the 
Lord *
shall flourish in the courts of our God;

13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; *
They shall be green and succulent;

14 That they may show how upright the Lord is, *
my Rock, in whom there is no fault.

The Epistle
2 Corinthians 

5:6-10,[11-
13],14-17

Reader: A reading from Corinthians.

We are always confident; even though we know that
while we are at home in the body we are away from the
Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body
and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or
away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the
body, whether good or evil.

[Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to
persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God,
and I hope that we are also well known to your
consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you
again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so
that you may be able to answer those who boast in
outward appearance and not in the heart.

Cont…
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The Epistle
2 Corinthians 

5:6-10,[11-
13],14-17

For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you.] For the love of Christ urges us on,
because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those
who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him
who died and was raised for them. From now on,
therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel
Mark 4:26-34

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Mark.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would
scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night
and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does
not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the
harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable will we use for it?

Cont…
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The Gospel
Mark 4:26-34

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it
is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air
can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as
they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except
in parables, but he explained everything in private to his
disciples.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to You, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Rev. Canon Leslie Steffensen
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The Nicene 
Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.    

Cont…

The Nicene 
Creed

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

Cont….
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The Nicene 
Creed

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.

Prayers of the People: Form III

Celebrant: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
All: That we all may be one.

Celebrant: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;

All: That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Celebrant: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
All: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and

Sacraments.

Celebrant: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;

All: That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
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Prayers of the People: Form III

Celebrant: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
All: That our works may find favor in your sight.

Celebrant: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
All: That they may be delivered from their distress.

Celebrant: Give to the departed eternal rest.
All: Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Celebrant: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
All: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Celebrant: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

<Please offer your prayers of intercession or thanksgiving at this time>

Prayers of the People: Form III

Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in
the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
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A Praying Farewell for Leslie Steffensen

God of our beginnings and endings, we celebrate all we have shared with Leslie and ask your 
blessing as she continues on her journey. May the love that is in our hearts be a bond that unites us 
forever, wherever we may be.

May the power of your presence bless this moment of our leave-taking; this we ask for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

Leslie:

 As you journey onward, we ask forgiveness where we have failed you; we give thanks for all you 
have given us; we assure you of our love and prayers.

 As you experience the pain of change, and the insecurity of moving on, we pray that you may 
also experience the blessing of inner growth.

Cont…

A Praying Farewell for Leslie Steffensen

 As you walk through the good times and the bad, we pray that you may never lose sight of the 
shelter of God’s loving arms.

 As you ponder your decisions and wonder over the fruits of your choice, we pray that the peace 
of Christ may reign in your heart.

We praise and thank you, God of the journey, for our sister who is soon to leave us. We entrust her 
into your loving care, knowing that you are always the faithful traveler and companion on the Way. 
Shelter and protect her from all harm and anxiety. Grant her the courage to meet the future, and 
grace to let go into new life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Leslie, may God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you. May God be gracious to 
you and give you peace, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be 

always with you.

All: And also with you.

The Offertory God of Mercy, God of Grace
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

[…]

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and 
might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Sanctus: H858 Land of Rest

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.“

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.“

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

Celebrant: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again. 
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Celebrant and People: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

The Fraction Anthem: (sung)

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our 
Passover is sacrificed for 
us;

All: Therefore let us keep the 
feast, Alleluia.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the 
People of God.

Fraction: Alleluia, Christ our Passover

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

A prayer for Spiritual Communion:

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in
glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come.

Amen.
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In the Lord I’ll Be Ever…

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A

The Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant: Gracious and Loving God, you have made us one in the Body of Christ, and
nourished us at your table with holy food and drink. Now send us forth to be
your people in the world. Grant us strength to persevere in resisting evil, and
to proclaim in all we say and do your Good News in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.
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The Blessing

H209: We Walk By Faith

35

36



19

Dismissal
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve 

the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, 
Alleluia.

37


